
 

   

 

   

 

 

  

  

 

 

         

    

        

        

         

          

        

    

    

  

  

  

   CDOS Received: March 20, 2026 1:48 P.M. CH 2025-2026 #278 - Amended Text 

Initiative 2025-2026 #278: Expanding Public School Options – Compare Version 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Colorado: 

SECTION 1. Legislative declaration. (1) The people of the state of Colorado hereby find 

and declare that: 

(a) The state charter school institute was established as an independent state agency to 

meet the growing demand for innovative educational models to serve Colorado’s 
schoolchildren, including at-risk students. 

(b) The state charter school institute provides an alternative mode for authorizing 

charter schools in school districts not wanting to oversee those schools; however, access to 

the charter school institute is limited under current law. 

(c) Because the demand for innovative educational models is more important than ever, 

the state must expand access to the charter school institute and its alternative mode for 

authorizing charter schools. 

SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, add 22-1-151 as follows: 

22-1-151. Expanding public school options. (1) NOTWITHSTANDING THE “CHARTER 

SCHOOLS ACT,” PART 1 OFUNDER ARTICLE 30.5 OF THIS TITLE, IF A CHARTER SCHOOL’S 

APPLICATION OR RENEWAL IS DENIED BY THE LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION, THE 

LOCAL BOARD’S DECISION IS FINAL, AND THE LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT MUST NOT BE FORCED TO 

ACCEPT THE APPLICATION OR RENEWAL. ANY SUCH DENIAL MUST RESULT IN THE STATE BOARD OF 

EDUCATION RELEASING THE CHARTER SCHOOL TO THE COLORADO CHARTER SCHOOL INSTITUTE, 

AN INDEPENDENT STATE AGENCY CREATED PURSUANT TO SECTION 22-30.5-503, WHICH MAY DENY 

OR APPROVE THE SCHOOL’S APPLICATION. 

SECTION 3. Effective date. This act takes effect on the date of the proclamation of the 
Governor announcing the approval, by the registered electors of the state, of the proposed 
initiative and shall apply as of the effective date regardless of prior existing law. 
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